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Read the text. Use the information to complete the graphic organizer.

Alexander von Humboldt is the father of modern geography.
Geography is the study of Earth’s features such as rivers,
mountains, and climates. Alexander’s discoveries helped us to
understand our Earth.

In 1799 he teamed up with Aime Bonpland. The pair sailed to
South America. At that time, little was known about the continent.
The men explored the Orinoco and Amazon Rivers. They took
notes about the plants and animals they saw in the rain forest.

. | J Alexander von Humboldt
They climbed in the Andes Mountains, too. 1769-1859

Alexander saw that the coasts of South America and Africa fit together like puzzle pieces.
He guessed that they had once been joined. In fact, 250 million years ago, all seven
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Read a nonfiction text. Use the information to complete the graphic
organizer.

Title:

Main idea:
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and drifted apart over time.

3. He was the first scientist to explain
continental drift.
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Answers will vary.
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