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This editorial states 4 facts and 6 opinions. Write the statements to 

complete the T chart.

The school should remove the vending machines that offer potato chips in the 

cafeteria. If the chips are there, students will eat them. That’s bad news. A 2011 

study in the New England Journal of Medicine showed that potato chips are the 

worst junk food for causing weight gain. 

Childhood obesity has nearly tripled in the past 30 years. In 2010, Michelle Obama 

started the Let’s Move program to fight childhood obesity. But studies have proved 

that exercise alone will not stop students from packing on the pounds. They must 

make wise food choices. For every bag of potato chips a student eats, he or she 

does not eat an orange or a banana. Yet eating the piece of fruit would 

keep the student healthy and trim.

Why don’t we make better food choices easier for students? Sign the 

petition to have potato chips removed from the cafeteria. 
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Find a newspaper editorial and read it.  Then, identify the fact statements 

and the opinion statements.  Fill in the T-chart. 
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A 2011 study in the New England 
Journal of Medicine showed that 
potato chips are the worst junk 
food for causing weight gain. 

The school should remove the 
vending machines that offer 
potato chips in the cafeteria. 

If the chips are there, students will 
eat them. 

That’s bad news.

They must make wise food 
choices. 

For every bag of potato chips a 
student eats, he or she does not 
eat an orange or a banana. 

Yet eating the piece of fruit would 
keep the student healthy and trim.

Childhood obesity has nearly 
tripled in the past 30 years.

In 2010, Michelle Obama started 
the Let’s Move program to fight 
childhood obesity. 

Studies have proved that exercise 
alone will not stop students from 
packing on the pounds. 
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