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ocean

river
discharge

water table

water storage
in snow

Evaporation – 
water is changed 
from liquid to gas 
or vapor

Condensation – 
water is changed 
from vapor to liquid, 
forming clouds

Precipitation – 
rain, sleet, snow or 
hail from clouds

Groundwater – 
water below the 
Earth’s surface

Water is everywhere on Earth and is the only known substance that can 
naturally exist as a gas, liquid and solid. It covers approximately 75% of the 
Earth’s surface. Most of Earth’s water is saltwater. The water cycle describes 
the movement of water on, in, and above the Earth.

Earth’s Freshwater 

Runoff – precipitation 
which travels over land 
to the nearest natural 
channel, such as a river
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ocean

river
discharge

water table

water storage
in snow

Describe or explain each part of the Water Cycle.

Earth’s Freshwater 

Condensation – ______________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Precipitation – ____________
__________________________
__________________________

Runoff – __________________
__________________________
__________________________

Groundwater – ____________
__________________________
__________________________

Evaporation – _____________
__________________________
__________________________
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ocean

river
discharge

water table

water storage
in snow

Describe or explain each part of the Water Cycle.

Earth’s Freshwater 

Condensation – ______________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Precipitation – ____________
__________________________
__________________________

Runoff – __________________
__________________________
__________________________

Groundwater – ____________
__________________________
__________________________

Evaporation – _____________
__________________________
__________________________

                            open-ended 
water is changed from vapor 
to liquid

                          open-ended 
water falls from clouds as 
rain, sleet or snow                           open-ended 

water changes from liquid to 
gas and rises to form clouds

                          open-ended 
water that’s underground, 
forms aquifers

                 open-ended 
water runs over land toward 
natural channels like rivers

Answer Key
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