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Earth’s Seasons

The Sun

The Earth is simultaneously spinning on its axis (rotation) and revolving 
around the Sun. As the Earth revolves around the Sun, the degree to which 
various points on the globe are pointing toward or away from the Sun 
determines the seasons at those points. 

The Sun is at the center of our 
solar system. It is a gigantic star 
made up of hot gases called 
plasma. The Sun’s energy is fueled 
by nuclear fusion reactions and 
makes all life possible on Earth.

The Sun-Earth-Moon System

Summer

Winter

Spring

Fall

core

chromosphere

photosphere

solar flare
sunspot

convection 
zone

radiation zone

revolution

rotation

axis
Please               or                 to   download

the printable version of this worksheet

Sign In Sign Up

https://www.NewPathWorksheets.com/#login
https://www.NewPathWorksheets.com/become-a-member


DateName Class

© Copyright NewPath Learning. All Rights Reserved. Permission is granted for the purchaser to make copies for
non-commercial educational purposes only. Visit us at www.NewPathWorksheets.com

Phases of the Moon

Earth’s Moon

The revolution of the moon around Earth makes it appear to look different 
throughout the month. At times we see the entire moon and at others, only a 
portion of it, with the rest being in shadow. The different appearances of the 
moon are known as the moon’s phases.  

The moon revolves around Earth and 
also rotates on its own axis. It makes 
one complete revolution around the 
Earth every 27.3 days. 

The moon is in synchronous  
rotation. This means that the same 
side of the moon faces the Earth at  
all times.
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The Sun-Earth-Moon System

Label the Sun. 

Label the Seasons. 
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sun

The Sun-Earth-Moon System

Label the Moon’s phases. 

Answer the questions.
What is the different between rotation and revolution? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

The moon is in synchronous rotation. What does that mean?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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The Sun-Earth-Moon System

Label the Sun. 

Label the Seasons. 

Answer Key
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sun

The Sun-Earth-Moon System

Label the Moon’s phases. 

Answer the questions.
What is the different between rotation and revolution? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

The moon is in synchronous rotation. What does that mean?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Rotation means to spin on a central axis. Revolution is how long it takes for 

one object to move around another. For instance, it takes 27.3 days for the 

moon to revolve around the Earth.

It means the same side of the moon faces the earth at all times. They both 

rotate at the same time.
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