
 

 

ROOT WORDS 
 

What are Root Words? 
Root words are sometimes called base words.   
A root word is the smallest form of a word before it has anything added 
to it.  
 
Examples:  The root word of unhappy is happy. 
 
  The root word of happiness is happy. 
 
  The root word of saying is say. 
 
  The root word of playing is play. 
 
 
 
 

Try this! 
 
What is the root word of faster?   _______________ 
 
 
What is the root word of hopping?   _______________ 
 
 
What is the root word of friendly?   _______________ 
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