
 

 

WORDS WITH –CE and –SE 
 

What are the sounds of -ce and -se? 
 

Listen carefully to the sound of s and soft c in each word: ace, case.  They 
sound almost exactly the same. 
Look carefully at the lists to see words with s or soft c. 
 
Words that end in -se:  base, case, vase, erase, these, please, sense, 
rinse, raise, horse, mouse, nose, pose, those, close, house, use, because 
 
Words that end in -ce: face, grace, place, lace, trace, fence, nice, ice, 
dice, rice, niece, spice, mice, once, twice, dance, juice, science,  
 
 
 
 
 

Try this! 
 
Choose the correct spelling for each word. 
 
1. Be _____ to your little sister.      (nice, nise) 
 
2. I have to wash my ______           (face, fase) 
 
3. My ______ is on Maple Street.     (houce, house) 
 
4. I like _______ new shoes.            (thece, these) 
 
5. Put the flowers in the ______       (vace, vase) 
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