
GREATER THAN/LESS THAN 
 
What is ‘Greater Than’ and ‘Less Than’? 
 

• When a number is greater than another number, it means that it 
is larger. 

 
o > is the greater than symbol. 

 
 

• When a number is less than another number, it means that it is 
smaller. 

 
o < is the less than symbol. 

 
How to figure out greater than or less than: 
 

• The number 7 is larger than the number 3. 
   
This means that 7 is greater than 3. 

 
Another way of writing this is: 7 > 3 

 
• 4 is smaller than 5. 

 
This means that 4 is less than 5. 
OR    4 < 5 

 
Try This! 
 
Write < or >. 
 
 

1 ___ 4  7 ___ 2  10 ___ 8 
 

 
5 ___ 3  6 ___ 7   9 ___1 
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