
ORDINAL NUMBERS 
 
Ordinal numbers are numbers that are used to tell what order 
something is in. 
 

 
There are five kids in line at the water fountain. 
 
The girl with the red shirt on is FIRST in line. 
 
The boy with the blue shirt on is SECOND in line. 
 
The boy with the yellow shirt on is THIRD in line. 
 
The girl with the orange shirt on is FOURTH in line. 
 
The boy with the green shirt is FIFTH in line. 
 
 
The bold, underlined words above are called ORDINAL numbers. 
 
Ordinal numbers tell the position of someone or something. 
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More Examples of Ordinals: 
 
If there are five people in front of you in line, you are the SIXTH 
person in line. 
 
If there are six people in front of you in line, you are the SEVENTH 
person in line. 
 
If there are seven people in front of you in line, you are the EIGHTH 
person in line. 
 
If there are eight people in front of you in line, you are the NINTH 
person in line. 
 
If there are nine people in front of you in line, you are the TENTH 
person in line. 
 
 
You Try! 
 
Guess the correct ordinal number for each numeral:   
 
6   
 
4   
 
2   
 
10   
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