
PLACE VALUE 
 
What is Place Value? 
 
 Place value is the AMOUNT that each digit is worth in a number. 
 
 A number can have MANY place values. 
 
Let’s look at a ONE digit number which only has ONE place 
value:  
 
The number 5 only has ONE place value, which is called the ONES 
place.    
 

In the number 5: 
 

The 5 is worth 5. 
ones 

5 
 
 
Let’s look at a TWO digit number which has TWO place values: 

 
The number 26 has TWO place values.  The number 6 is in the ONES 
place and the number 2 is in the TENS place. 
 

In the number 26: 
 

The 6 is worth 6. 
The 2 is worth 20. 

Tens ones 

2  6 
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Let’s look at a THREE digit number which has THREE place 
values: 
 

The number 147 has THREE place values.  The number 7 is in 
the ONES place, the number 4 is in the TENS place, and the 
number 1 is in the HUNDREDS place.  

 
In the number 147: 

 
The 7 is worth 7. 
The 4 is worth 40. 
The 1 is worth 100.  

 
hundreds tens ones 

  1  4   7  
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