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INTERDEPENDENCE of WORLDWIDE GOODS
AND SERVICES

What is Interdependence?

People in many communities depend on people in other communities for
goods and services. Goods are products that are made or grown and
then sold. Services are jobs that people do to serve one another. No one
community has everything it needs to meet its basic needs. We need to
transport goods and communicate our needs worldwide.

Transportation allows goods and services to move quickly from one
community to another.
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To go across borders into other countries most goods are moved by ship
or airplane. In the early days of our country only ships could cross the
oceans. The first airplane was invented in 1903. Today large jets can
carry goods quickly across the country or across the oceans. In 1914
The Panama Canal opened which saved ships almost 6000 miles around
the tip of South America. Many large cargo ships still carry many goods
from country to country. Most countries have ports where ships bring
goods every day.
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In 1844 Samuel Morse invented the telegraph which was able to send
coded messages across wires from community to community. A
telegraph operator would translate the Morse Code and write or type it in
words to be delivered. At about the same time Alexander Bain invented
the first facsimile machine that could send a copy of a page by wire.

In 1876 Alexander Graham Bell invented the first telephone. But it took

many_vears before all people could communicate bv bhone.
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In 1962 communication satellites were sent into space to allow
communication between countries.
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From around 1990 until now the Internet, a series of connected
computer networks, allows information to be sent instantly anywhere in
the world.

International Trade is sharing goods and services between different
countries. All countries import products they need and export those they
can share.

Import means to bring materials and resources into a country. Some of
the products the United States imports are bananas from Costa Rica,
grapes from Chile, coffee from Columbia, oil from the Middle East.

Export means to send products and resources to other countries. The US
exports wheat, corn, books, movies, and video games, among many
other things, to many countries.
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