
Fossils and extinct animals

Name___________________________ Class_________________ Date____________

Match each of the following terms to its definition:

Taiga Paleontologist Polar zone Temperate chaparral

Temperate desert Sediment Prevailing winds Temperate forest

1. ______________ - a scientist who observes, examines and studies fossils in
order to learn about the past

2. ______________ - the climate zones greater than 66.5 degrees latitude north
and south

3. ______________ - winds that blow mostly from one direction in a particular
geographical region

4. ______________ - a mixture of soil, rock, clay and sand

5. ______________ - the biome found just south of the tundra marked by
coniferous forests, acidic soil and relatively low annual precipitation of
about 50 cm/yr.

6. ______________ - a biome with rocky soil that has cool, wet winters and hot,
dry summers

7. ______________ - a biome with a year-round dry climate, characterized by
hot days and cool nights

8. ______________ - a biome consisting of thick woods and rich soil; the
climate drastically changes from summer to winter
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Fossils and extinct animals

Name___________________________ Class_________________ Date____________

Match each of the following terms to its definition:

Taiga Paleontologist Polar zone Temperate chaparral

Temperate desert Sediment Prevailing winds Temperate forest

1. paleontologist - a scientist who observes, examines and studies fossils in
order to learn about the past

2. polar zone - the climate zones greater than 66.5 degrees latitude north
and south

3. prevailing winds - winds that blow mostly from one direction in a
particular geographical region

4. sediment - a mixture of soil, rock, clay and sand

5. taiga - the biome found just south of the tundra marked by coniferous
forests, acidic soil and relatively low annual precipitation of about 50 cm/yr.

6. temperate chaparral - a biome with rocky soil that has cool, wet winters
and hot, dry summers

7. temperate desert - a biome with a year-round dry climate, characterized
by hot days and cool nights

8. temperate forest - a biome consisting of thick woods and rich soil; the
climate drastically changes from summer to winter
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