
Plate Tectonics

Name___________________________ Class_________________ Date____________

Match each of the following terms to its definition:
Transform boundary Seismograph Subduction Radiation

Asthenosphere Sea-floor spreading Plate tectonics theory Tectonic plates

1. ______________ - the theory that the uppermost part of the Earth’s mantle
and the crust are divided into geologic plates that move relative to one
another over time

2. ______________ - heat that is transferred through space

3. ______________ - the geologic process where two oceanic plates pull away
from each other

4. ______________ - a machine that measures the strength and arrival times of
seismic waves from an earthquake

5. ______________ - the process of an oceanic tectonic plate moving under
another tectonic plate

6. ______________ - individual pieces of the Earth’s lithosphere that move
relative to one another

7. ______________ - a boundary where two tectonic plates slide past one
another, often causing earthquakes

8. ______________ - the weaker, upper portion of the Earth’s mantle
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Plate Tectonics

Name___________________________ Class_________________ Date____________

Match each of the following terms to its definition:
Transform boundary Seismograph Subduction Radiation

Asthenosphere Sea-floor spreading Plate tectonics theory Tectonic plates

1. plate tectonics theory - the theory that the uppermost part of the
Earth’s mantle and the crust are divided into geologic plates that move
relative to one another over time

2. radiation - heat that is transferred through space

3. sea-floor spreading - the geologic process where two oceanic plates pull
away from each other

4. seismograph - a machine that measures the strength and arrival times of
seismic waves from an earthquake

5. subduction - the process of an oceanic tectonic plate moving under
another tectonic plate

6. tectonic plates - individual pieces of the Earth’s lithosphere that move
relative to one another

7. transform boundary - a boundary where two tectonic plates slide past
one another, often causing earthquakes

8. asthenosphere - the weaker, upper portion of the Earth’s mantle
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