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Fossils of organisms that lived in a very specific
time period for a relatively short period of time are
called index fossils. How do paleontologists use
index-fossils?
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o When leaves are preserved in the rock
record, they are usually preserved as a very
thin film of black carbon. This process is
called-casbonization-
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A paleontologist has discovered fossils on top
of a mountain. The fossils include trilobites,
crinoids, brachiopods, and bivalves (like clams).
This fossil assemblage reveals that the ocean

N

0.
Please Sign In or Sign Up to download
the printable version of this worksheet
Qo | )
deter:r;ﬂinre which is an example of ébsoluté time. rocks through time, from the
oldest to the youngest, and
A The limestone containing a is found on the west coast
Phacops fossil is 400 million years old. [[==1 of-Enatand.
B e sandstone 4t the bolorT 1S older
than the-hmeslone Tiue or fals 1 )
c eORgIoMmaraie Br | the
e diateRry it} A trye LA
D fo¢ 3a {hHalfwiay B se %: n—

Igtaphic mn

I thig erice, a lle
fossitishe jetrilobiEeidasit

even thoughw; dtiles,'such as
dinosaurs, are younger than
trilobites. Is it a reasonable
geological explanation to infer
that this rock sequence has been
turned upside down by dramatic
forces such as an earthquake or
some manmade disturbance?

A yes B no

Absolute ¢ ating of rocks

A determines the number of years
a rock has existed

B determines the relative age of one rock
compared to another

C uses fossils to approximate the ages
of rock layers in a sequence

D compares the fossils present in different
rocks to determine which is older

© Copyright NewPath Learning. All Rights Reserved. Permission is granted for the purchaser to print copies for
non-commercial educational purposes only. Visit us at www.NewPathWorksheets.com


http://www.NewPathWorksheets.com/#login
http://www.NewPathWorksheets.com/membership

Fossils |

Class

When leaves are preserved in the rock
record, they are usually preserved as a very
thin film of black carbon. This process is
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Fossils of organisms that lived in a very specific
time period for a relatively short period of time are
called index fossils. How do paleontologists use
index-fossils?
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A scientist whe specializes in the study of
fossils, ancient life, and ancient
environments is called a(n)
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A paleontologist has discovered fossils on top
of a mountain. The fossils include trilobites,
crinoids, brachiopods, and bivalves (like clams).
This fossil assemblage reveals that the ocean
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dinosaurs, are younger than
trilobites. Is it a reasonable
geological explanation to infer
that this rock sequence has been
turned upside down by dramatic
forces such as an earthquake or
some manmade disturbance?
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Absolute ¢ ating of rocks

A determines the number of years
a rock has existed

B determines the relative age of one rock
compared to another

C uses fossils to approximate the ages
of rock layers in a sequence

D compares the fossils present in different
rocks to determine which is older
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