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1 If the main idea of a paragraph is that Mrs. 
Lee’s class planned a surprise birthday party 
for her, what would be a detail that would 
support this main idea?  Circle the letter.

 a. Her class had 12 boys and 14 girls. 

 b. The principal helped to keep it a surprise. 

 c. Mrs. Lee has been teaching for 10 years.

3 If the main idea of a paragraph is that kids can 
lose their baby teeth starting at the age of 5, 
what would be a detail that would support this 
main idea?  Circle the letter.

 a. My Grandpa has false teeth. 

	 b.	I	like	my	dentist’s	office.	

	 c.	My	younger	sister	lost	her	first	tooth	today.

8 Sharks do not have bones. Shark’s skeletons 
are made out of cartilage. This cartilage is 
tough but it is not as hard as bone.    

 Circle the main idea of this paragraph.

 a. Sharks live in oceans. 

 b. Sharks are made of cartilage. 

 c. Sharks don’t like to be eaten.

10  Butterflies	are	beautiful	creatures.	They	are	 
	 flying	insects.	They	have	six	legs	and	a	 
	body	made	out	of	three	parts.	Butterflies	 
 also have two antennae and four wings.

  Circle the main idea of this paragraph.

	 a.		Butterflies	are	beautiful	insects.

	b.		Butterflies	can	be	orange.

	c.		Butterflies	have	legs.

4 If the main idea of a paragraph is that the 
picnic was rained out, which detail  
would support this main idea?  

 a. I brought sandwiches to the picnic.

 b. The picnic was canceled because of rain. 

 c. The picnic was changed to Friday. 

9 I have a pet bird named Gonzo. He likes to 
eat seeds, nuts, andfruit. His favorite fruits 
are strawberries and bananas. Gonzo also 
enjoys eating bread.

 Circle the main idea.

 a. Gonzo has feathers.  

 b.  I have a pet bird named Gonzo.

 c. My pet bird likes to eat a variety of things.

2 Mammals are creatures with special 
characteristics. Mammals are animals that 
have hair, and are warm blooded. They feed 
their young with milk. People are mammals. 

 Circle the main idea of this paragraph.

 a. Mammals have certain characteristics. 

 b. Mammals have hair.

 c. Mammals drink milk.

7 The __________ is one to two words that 
explain	the	subject being talked about in a 
paragraph or section of writing. 

6 If the main idea of a paragraph is that a 
new playground was being built at school, 
what would be a detail that would support 
this main idea?  Circle the letter.

 a. I like to play on the playground at school. 

 b. Our school needs a new playground.

 c. Workers started building the new  
  playground at school yesterday.
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5 If the main idea of a paragraph is that Jon 
scored the winning goal, what would be a 
detail that would support this main idea?  

 a. Jon’s team won the game. 

 b. Jon kicked the ball over the  
  goalie’s head and scored. 

 c. Jon’s coach took him out of the game.  
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