The Movement of Ocean Water

Broad, slow-moving currents of water at the
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Describe the movement of
surface currents on the
world’s oceans.

P
L

A I from the poles

VA
fard the equator, N} /

B aioale ygm { - nr._'
..... lowafd he pales. T < curtons

C 3y curve f fin the Northe
misphere and 1o 1= left in the Squthern.

D They curveo the leftin the Nprthern
Hemlsphete ant fo the fght in the £outhiern:

e Surface currents
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Prevailing winds blow across the oceans’ surfaces,
and so one might conclude that surface currents
move in a relatively straight line. The rotation of
the earth on its axis, however, causes the surface
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A Warm polar currents move
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density of the-ccéan-water increases.
What two factors change the
density of ocean water?

A temperature and salinity
(the amount of salt in
the water)

B gravity and the moon
C surface currents and latitude
D time and seasons
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oceans’ surfaces, right down to the ocean
floor. These currents are called

A {iropical currents

e
B S L. ) warm water
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Deep waterctrrents that begingat ihe poles are
extremely cold; so they sink toward the ocear-Hoor.
Then they move along the ocean floor toward the
equator. As cold, deep ocean currents approach
the equator, they

get colder and move closer to the ocean floor
get warmer and rise toward the ocean’s surface
get colder and rise toward the ocean’s surface

all pass the equator and continue on toward the
opposite pole
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the water)
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